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How are the salmon lice (Lepeophtheirus salmonis Krgyer, 1837)
in Atlantic salmon farming affected by different control efforts:
A case study of an intensive production area with coordinated
production cycles and changing delousing practices in

2013-2018
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Abstract

The aims of the present study were to describe the salmon lice (Lepeophtheirus sal-
monis Krgyer, 1837) situation in an intensive salmon production area in mid-Norway
and to consider implications of changing practices of how salmon lice infestation can
be controlled. The results in this study suggest that there are steps that can be car-
ried out to keep salmon lice under control even during years when the temperature
facilitates a quick salmon lice development. The present work indicates that the use
of cleaner fish can delay the time it takes adult female lice to reach 0.1 per salmon in
the beginning of a production cycle. It suggests that the timing of cleaner fish deploy-
ment into salmon cages can influence its effectiveness in controlling salmon lice, It
also gives caution to letting salmon lice develop unchecked, even at levels far below
the current lice limit, because of the difficulties to control salmon lice when the ex-
ternal infection pressure is too high. This study took place during a rapid change in
delousing methods, in an area with coordinated salmon production. Despite its ex-
ploratory nature, this study offers insights into the salmon lice fluctuations in relation
to efforts aimed at controlling it.
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Oppsummering

* En lusesituasjon kan oppsta raskt
* Rensefisk kan utsette problemet
* Tidlig utsett av rensefisk

* Tidlig tiltak mot lus
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